
Winning The War Against Flooding
Clearing the Creek to Keep the City Safe
Batavia, NY - Plagued by repeated flooding from the Tonawanda Creek, the City of
Batavia, located in Genesee County in western New York, suffered millions of dollars in
damage to its homes and businesses over the years. So the citizens of Batavia decided
to do something about it.

One of the first steps was to enact and enforce a strict building code in compliance with
the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to reduce losses to
new structures in the area. The next step was to remove some of the causes of
flooding. This was done in several ways. For example, a dike and berm system was
built around Kibbe Park, located on the banks of the creek on the south side of the City.
These structures channeled high waters into the park, containing it within the area
rather than spreading throughout.

The community then cleared the creek within the City limits; improved the creek bank to
reduce snagging; and installed flap gates on storm outlets to stop back flow through the
system. The community has been successful in keeping streams in the City clear of
debris--one of the keys to prevent flooding--and is in the process of obtaining permits to
keep banks located upstream clear.

The January 1998 storms caused Tonawanda Creek to rise to levels associated with a
25-year event. Fortunately, there was only minor damage due to flooding and only a
small residential area along Tonawanda Creek suffered any appreciable damage. The
involved citizens of Batavia believe their efforts, which have been relatively inexpensive
and already bearing fruit, will, in the long run provide immense savings to homeowners
and businesses.
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